LIBRARY 


Higher Educcilion 


AND AFFAIRS 


issued by 


AMERICAN COUNCIL 
ON EDUCATION 


1785 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W. 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 


Bulletin No. Volume VIII, Number 20 June 5, 1959 
House Reduces Level The House of Representatives on May 21, in voting appropri- 
of Operations for ations for the Departments of State, Justice and Related 
Exchange Program Agencies, included an item of $22,800,000 (as recommended 


by the Appropriations Subcommittee) to cover operations 
of the International. Educational Exchange Service for the next fiscal year. 

Adjustments will be required in current operating levels to cover about $330,000 in 
authorized pay raises and about $240,000 to take over ICA-type operations in France and 
Iceland or, in summary, a net reduction in exchange operations of about $570,000 as 
against the present fiscal year. 

The hearing schedule before the Senate Appropriations Committee has not yet definitely 


been determined, but the State Department has been informed that testimony will be taken 
by June 12. 


Science Foundations Has As one means of promoting the progress of science, the 
Cooperative Program for National Science Foundation plans to award approximately 
1000 Fellows in 1960-61 1,000 Cooperative Graduate Fellowships in science during 


the 1960-1961 academic year. This program is in addition 
to the foundation's regular graduate fellowship program and differs from that program in 
that it provides for a broadened base of university participation, especially with respect 
to selection of fellows for the program. Awards will be announced to the cooperating 
institutions by the foundation on March 15, 1960. 

These fellowships will be awarded in the mathematical, physical, medical, biological, 
and engineering sciences, including anthropology, psychology (excluding clinical psychology 
and from the following social sciences where they conform to accepted standards of scien- 
tific inquiry by fulfilling the requirements of the basic scientific method as to objec- 
tivity, verifiability, and generality: geography, mathematical economics, econometrics, 
demography, information and communication theory, experimental and quantitative sociology, 
and the history and philosophy of science. Also included are interdisciplinary fields 
which are composed of overlapping fields among two or more sciences (biochemistry, for 
example). Awards are not made to individuals for study in a program leading to the M.D. 
degree nor for a course of study designed to prepare them for careers in medical practice 
or other clinical fields; however, applications will be accepted from those who intend to 
obtain advanced training in one of the medical sciences directed toward a career in re- 
search or teaching. 

In this program emphasis will be placed upon cooperation with participating institu- 
tions in identifying and supporting graduate students of high ability. Applicants will 
apply through the participating institution which they expect to attend as fellows. They 
will be screened and evaluated initially by the faculty of that institution solely on 
the basis of ability. Their applications, together with the institution's recommendations, 
will then be forwarded to the foundation for final evaluation and selection by the foun- 
dation. Each participating institution will be limited in the number of applicants it 
may recommend for selection. 

National Science Foundation Cooperative Graduate Fellowships will be awarded on the 
basis of ability to any persons who (a) will be citizens of the United States on March 1, 
1960, (b) have demonstrated ability and special aptitude for advanced training in the 
sciences, and (c) have been admitted to graduate status by the participating institution 
they select or will have been so admitted prior to beginning their fellowship tenures. 
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Applications for Cooperative Graduate Fellowships must be received by the 
dean of the Graduate School of the participating institution which the applicant 
expects to attend, by November 6, 1959. 

The tenure of a Cooperative Graduate Fellowship may be selected by the fellow 
to include either one regular academic year of two semesters (or three quarters) 
or a full year consisting of the regular academic year plus a full summer session. 

The granting of a Cooperative Graduate Fellowship implies no commitment con- 
cerning its renewal. There is no limit, however, on the number of times an appli- 
cant may reapply provided he continues to meet the eligibility requirements. 

The annual stipend for Cooperative Graduate Fellows will be $2200. This will 
be paid to the fellows by the participating institutions, acting as the agents of 
the National Science Foundation. Fellows electing a tenure of an academic year will 
receive nine-twelfths of the annual stipend. A financial arrangement between the 
foundation and the participating institutions will provide for payment of the 
fellows' tuition and fees by the foundation. 

Application materials for National Science Foundation Cooperative Graduate 
Fellowships may be obtained from the dean of the Graduate School of a participating 
institution or from the Fellowships Section, National Science Foundation, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. A printed folder, which can be obtained from the foundation, lists 
153 institutions approved for participation in the program. 


Council Studying Need A survey has been undertaken by the Council to determine 
for Retired Officers the present utilization of and potential demand for re- 
as College Teachers tired military officers in colleges and universities. 


Questionnaires have been sent by President Arthur S. 
Adams to the heads of all institutions of higher learning in the United States. 

This study has been undertaken at the request of the Defense Advisory Committee 
on Education in the Armed Forces. The belief has been expressed in various quarters 
for some time that retired officers constitute an inadequately tapped resource for 
qualified college teachers, research workers, and administrators. 

A recent poll by the Department of Defense reveals that there are approximately 
24,000 officers, within four years of retirement, who are interested in teaching. 
Approximately 3,600 of these officers now have the master's degree, and approximately 
1,100 others have the doctor's degree. Ninety-six percent of all officers responding 
have indicated a preference for teaching at the high school or college level. A 
large percentage of these officers will be under 50 years of age upon retirement. 

It is anticipated that the results of the survey will indicate the general 
attitude of college and university administrators toward the acceptability of re- 
tired military personnel for positions in higher education, will show approximately 
the extent of the demand at present and in the next five years, and will suggest 
what new procedures may be needed to inform military personnel of possible openings 
and of special preparation they should undertake to become fully qualified. 


Counseling Institutes Summer counseling and guidance institutes supported by 
Listed in New Booklet funds from the National Defense Education Act are listed 


in a new publication issued by the U.S. Office of Edu- 
cation. Such institutes will be held his summer by colleges and universities in 35 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

The booklet also describes the program, offering information on eligibility re- 
quirements, stipends, etc. Copies of this publication, "The National Defense Coun- 
seling and Guidance Training Institutes, Summer 1959," are available without charge 
from the U. S. Office of Education. 
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(Employment of Blind as College Teachers) QR 1307-Q786 - A 4-page questionnaire 
dated April 15, 1959, sent to "approximately 1,400 colleges and universities 
having four year or more curricula," regarding the employment of blind persons 
as college teachers. QR 1307-Q787 is a 7-page questionnaire dated April 27, 
1959, sent to "some 90 blind college professors," regarding their experiences 

in teaching while blind. For further information write to Coordinator, 


Rehabilitation Counselor Training Program, West Virginia University, Morgantown, 
West Virginia. 


(Status of Clergymen on Campus) QR 1320 - A letter-type inquiry dated May 11, 
1959, has been circulated to State University Presidents by the Yale Divinity 
School, New Haven 11, Connecticut, to "enquire about the status, upon your campus, 
of clergymen assigned by the various denominations as ‘chaplains to students' or 
‘university ministers'." 


(Anti-Nepotism Rules) QR 1319 - A letter request dated May 13, 1959, for "a copy 
of any anti-nepotism law or regulations which prevents or might prevent the 
employment of more than one member of a family on the faculty, administration or 
research staff of the same institution." For further information write to 


American Association of University Women, 1634 Eye St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


(Retired Military Personnel) QR 1325 - At the request of the Defense Advisory 
Committee on Education in the Armed Forces, a questionnaire on "Utilization of 
Retired Military Personnel in Higher Education" is being prepared for circulation 
by the American Council on Education, 1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington 6, 
D.C. A recent poll by the Department of Defense revealed approximately 24,000 
officers within four years of retirement, who are interested in teaching. Of 
these, approximately 1 in 7 have a master's degree; 1 in 24 have a doctor's degree. 


(Honoraria) QR 1323 - A letter-type inquiry dated April 6, 1959, has been 
circulated by the Dean of the Faculty, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, to 
survey the policies and practices of colleges and universities in the matter of 
honoraria to members of the staff who are invited to give public lectures on 
subjects related to their special interests. 


(Financial Assistance) QR 1321 - A 6-page questionnaire dated April 2, 1959, 
entitled "Check List on Financial Assistance For Public-Supported Colleges and 
Universities" has been circulated "to presidents of a number of our major state 
colleges and universities to secure data upon which to base an article describing 
the need and encouraging support." 


(Elective Programs - M.D. Students) | QR 1316 - An 8-page questionnaire entitled 
"Inquiry Into Elective Programs of Medical School Students." This is "part of a 
survey of elective programs in medical schools for students pursuing the M.D. 
program, but who may be interested in research project work and related courses. 
The questionnaire has been sent to the 13 schools holding five year grants under 
the Experimental Training Grants program of the U.S. Public Health Service." It 
is sponsored by the National Institutes of Health, and has the approval of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges. 
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(State Appropriations for Higher Education) QR 1317 - A 2-page form addressed 

to 50 state fiscal officers under date of May 20, 1959, asks for amounts of 

state appropriations for higher education (for operating expenses and for 

capital outlays) for each of the 4 fiscal years 1957-1961, and related information 
regarding total state appropriations, state aid for community colleges, and 

state support for local public school districts. For further information write 


to U.H.S. 4200-G, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


(Doctoral Programs) QR 1312 - An 1l-page questionnaire entitled "An Inquiry 
Into the Length of Doctoral Programs" has been circulated by the Southern 
Regional Education Board, 130 Sixth Street, N.W., Atlanta 13, Georgia. This 
study is concerned with approximately 20 graduate institutions in the South. 
A report on this survey should be available next winter. 


(Career Plans - College Seniors) QR 1313 - An 8-page questionnaire entitled 
"Survey of Career Plans of College Seniors" has been circulated to 14 Southern 
institutions by the Southern Regional Education Board, 130 Sixth Street, N.W., 
Atlanta 13, Georgia. A follow-up will be made of the extent to which the 
plans for graduate school attendance are realized. 


(Construction Education Courses) QR 1318 - A 5-page questionnaire entitled 
"Survey of Construction Education Courses." The questionnaire was prepared 
under the direction of the Joint Cooperative Committee of the Civil Engineering 
Division of the ASEE and the Associated General Contractors of America. For 
further information write to Department of Civil Engineering, College of 
Engineering, University of Denver, University Park, Denver 10, Colorado. 


(Geology) QR 1315 - A letter-type inquiry to survey colleges teaching some 
courses in geology. This information will be listed in a report entitled 
"Departments of Geological Sciences in the Educational Institutions of the U.S. 
and Canada." For further information write to American Geological Institute, 
2101 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington 25, D.C. 


(Physical Education) QR 1292 - A 3-page questionnaire "to seek information 
relative to the qualifications of teachers of physical education and coaches 
desired by junior college administrators." This questionnaire is part of a 
master's degree program. 


(Campus Police) QR 1294 - A l-page questionnaire has been circulated by the 


Health and Safety Committee, Western Carolina College, Cullowhee, North 
Carolina, to survey the duties and authority of campus police. 


(Safety) QR 1067 (previously reported) has resulted in an article on the 
first phase of this survey entitled "Are Collegians Immune to Fire?" in 


Safety Education, May, 1959. 


(Examinations) QR 1322 - A l-page questionnaire on examinations has been 
circulated by a magazine. 


(Audio-Visual Education) QR 328 - A questionnaire entitled "Status of Teacher 
Training in Audio-Visual Education in the Forty-Eight States" has resulted in 
an article in the spring issue of Audio-Visual Communications Review entitled 
"Audio-Visual Activities of Colleges and Universities in Teacher Education." 


For further information write to Director, Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction, 


University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. 


(Education - Superior Students) QR 1295 - A 3-page questionnaire entitled 
“What Southeastern Colleges Are Doing For The Education of Academically Superior 
Students." 
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Graduate Study for The Council has published "Graduate Study for Future 
Teachers Discussed College Teachers," the report of a conference spon- 


sored by the Council's Committee on College Teaching 

in 1958. More than 40 participants, including a number of graduate school deans, 
discussed for two days such questions as the utility of the present Ph.D. degree 
for college teachers, the possibility of establishing throughout the country first- 
rate master's programs for college teachers, and the appropriate role of liberal 
arts colleges in an expanded program to help provide the teachers needed by 4 
American colleges and universities in the next decade. 

The conference adopted no statement of general conclusions, but the discus- 
sion, as edited by Professor Joseph Alexrod of San Francisco State College, con- 
tains a considerable amount of information on existing graduate programs of various 
types and numerous suggestions for improving requirements, both for the master's 
degree and for the doctorate. Copies of the book have been distributed to the 
heads of all constituent organizations and institutional members of the Council. 
Additional copies at $1.50 may be secured from the Manager of Publications, 
American Council on Education, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


Defense Loans Made The Tennessee Military-Institute, Inc., of Sweetwater, 

to Private Schools Tennessee, is the first private nonprofit school to 
receive a Federal loan under the science-mathematics- 

foreign language provisions of the National Defense Education Act. Commissioner 

of Education Lawrence G. Derthick said the institute had been granted a loan of 

$7,500 to purchase equipment needed to strengthen the science teaching program. 

Of the school's 210 pupils, 180 are enrolled in science courses. 

The institute was among the first of 186 private nonprofit elementary and 
secondary schools in 38 states and the District of Columbia to file applications 
for loans to strengthen their science, mathematics, or modern foreign language 
programs. These applications total $2,431,000. 

The initial appropriation under the National Defense Education Act provided 
$2,280,000 for such loans for the current fiscal year ending June 30, and a 
supplemental appropriation signed by President Eisenhower on May 20 provided an 
additional $4,440,000. The $6,720,000 in loans available to the private non- 
profit schools may be used to acquire laboratory or other special equipment for 
the teaching of science, mathematics, and modern foreign languages and for minor 
remodeling of laboratory or other space to be used for such equipment. 

For public elementary and secondary schools, the Defense Education Act 
authorizes matching grants to state educational agencies for these purposes. 
Initial and supplemental appropriations for the public school phase of the pro- 
gram total $49,280,000 for this fiscal year. 

Congress also has appropriated $1.35 million to help state educational 
agencies expand or improve supervisory and related services to public elementary 
and secondary schools in the fields of science, mathematics, and modern foreign 
languages and for administration of state plans for the program. The funds may 
be used, for example, to employ expert consultants and prepare guides for 
curriculum planning. 


Improved Utilization A nationwide program of experiments on ways of 
of Teachers Reported preventing deterioration of education resulting 
from the mounting shortage of college teachers by 
improving the use of available teaching resources included the following innova- 
tions, according to a report issued this week by the Fund for the Advancement of 
Education. 
--More responsibility to students for their own learning 
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--Regular use of television, films, self-teaching machines, and other technologi- 
eal devices 

--Teaching students in large groups, which ranged as high as from 100 to 400 

--Use of graduate and undergraduate teaching assistants or part-time faculty 
members 

--Streamlining the curriculum to reduce proliferation and duplication of courses, 

The experiments reviewed in the report were supported by the Fund in 1956 and 
1957 to make better use of college teachers' time, talents, and skills. The report 
was submitted to the Fund by a group of college and university administrators who 
form the Committee on Utilization of College Teaching Resources. The Committee was 
established by the Fund in 1956 to formulate the program of experiments. In the two 
years of the program the Fund made 62 grants totaling $994,845 to 48 colleges and 
universities. 

The report just issued today discusses the progress made under these grants. It is 
the third and final report by the Committee to the Fund. 

Commenting on the national shortage of qualified college faculty foreseen in the 
next decade, the report said, “the realistic alternatives are a decline in the quality 
of education or changes in methods of teaching and administrative arrangements which 
will make better use of available teaching and learning resources." 

Among the major conclusions resulting from the experiments that were summarized 
in the report were: 

--Given adequate preparation, college students are capable of doing more indi- 
pendent study than is presently required of them, with no drop in quality of learning. 
--The quality of the teacher has more effect on learning than such matters as 
class size, and the best teachers therefore should be made available to more students. 
One of the best ways of doing this is through large classes taught directly over 

television. 

--Students learn as much in large classes as in small ones. Personal contact 
can be maintained by judicious use of class groups of widely varying size, both 
larger and smaller than is customary, and by greater use of capable assistants. 

The report noted that traditional patterns of higher education are presented in 
rigidly packaged quarter or semester credit- hour units that "hamper the student in 
making the most effective use of his time and that of his instructors for his learning." 

Economies and improved results in present teaching and learning practices could 
be developed "from better exploitation of the student's capacity to learn, from 
clearer definition of the faculty's responsibilities in teaching, and from more 
efficient administrative arrangements affecting curricula and the academic program," 
the report said. 

Summarizing the effect of the Fund's grants to support work on the problem of 
making better use of college faculty time and talent, the report said the experiments 
had “significantly broadened the search for appropriate answers" and, in addition, had 
given “individual faculty members a chance to put into effect imaginative ideas which 
otherwise would probably not have been tried at the present stage of faculty shortage." 

Copies of the report, entitled, "Better Utilization of College Teaching Resources,’ 
may be obtained without charge from the Fund for the Advancement of Education," 477 
Madison Ave., New York 22, N.Y. 
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